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 Dear Mr Williams 

 
Ofsted subject survey inspection programme: identifying 
good practice in art, craft and design  
 
Thank you for your hospitality and cooperation, and that of the staff and 
students, during my visit on 8 March 2011. The visit focused on the impact of 
the visual arts on students’ wider achievement.  
 
The visit provided valuable information which will contribute to our national 
evaluation and reporting. Published reports are likely to list the names of the 
contributing institutions but individual schools will not be identified in the 
main text without their consent.  
 

The evidence used to inform the judgements included: interviews with senior 
staff, teachers, resident artists, and the electronic learning manager; 
observation of a session in the ‘making room’ led by an artist; visits to a 
sample of lessons in English, mathematics and science; scrutiny of relevant 
documentation; and analysis of students’ work.  
 
Features of good practice  
 

 The school’s vision, embracing the physical experience of ‘making’ and the 
cognitive process of ‘creativity’ is explained clearly and convincingly to 
staff and students, promoting a strong sense of shared vision, individual 
purpose and self-belief that ‘I can inspire’. 

 The development of a ‘making room’, accessible to staff and students 
across the curriculum, equipped with tempting resources and staffed by a 
resident artist, transforms work started in the classroom into extraordinary 
experiences that embeds, enriches and extends students’ learning.  

 Students engage with a community of adults who are well aware of their 
unique contribution, ranging from staff leading on aspects of teaching, to 
artists able to draw expertly on work in the wider world, to an ‘electronic 
learning’ manager students also see working at an exceptionally high level. 
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 Approaches started in the ‘making room’ and continued in the classroom 
are adapted well to students’ differing needs and readiness to make 
decisions. For example, in English students’ interpretation of recent 
readers explored individually or collaboratively, in graphic or written form.  

 The neutral qualities of the ‘making room’ as a space owned equally by 
different subjects or ages stimulate continuity. For example, primary age 
students are able to start visiting their secondary school early, supported 
by an artist already familiar to them through artists’ outreach initiatives. 

 Creative teaching observed and evident throughout school displays that 
stimulate students’ curiosity, shows that staff use visits with students to 
the ‘making room’ very effectively, to reinforce the impact of artists on 
students and to reflect on their own creative development.  

 Professionalism is promoted through polished presentation. Students’ work 
exhibited outside the school buildings using commercial techniques, the 
staff handbook and student planners, and the school’s award-winning 
website, are examples mirrored in the quality of presentations given by 
students.  

 Students’ depth of enquiry and understanding about subject-specific 
concepts are promoted through strategically positioned images and 
information connected to different artists. For example, in mathematics 
work by Bridget Riley, Kandinsky and number represented cross-culturally. 

 Open-ended opportunities for students to engage creatively and physically 
in ‘making’ add to the challenge, rigour and relevance of lessons. Students’ 
home-learning projects also show how they are able to make connections 
between subjects, apply initiative and pursue their ideas independently. 

 Students’ personal development is promoted explicitly, for example 
through publication of different ‘levels of independence’ that students 
aspire to and evidence. Exceptional academic performance in the sixth 
form is complemented by impressive ‘extended project qualifications’. 

I hope that these observations are useful as you continue to develop and 
share good practice at The Corsham School. 
 
As I explained previously, a copy of this letter will be sent to your local 
authority and will be published on the Ofsted website. It may be used to 
inform decisions about any future inspection.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Ian Middleton 
Her Majesty’s Inspector  


